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now than ever, despite some base-
Jess rumors in the past

The question would be where
helands and how much hed make
Would Ramos require a DP spot?
If that's the only way to add him,
would it be worth it in this version
of MLS?

The 38-year-old made 3
pearances ac
for Sevilla this season, showing he
still has juice in those legs after
making 671 appearances for Real
Madrid and overstocking his tro.
phy cabinet

s all compet

Any teams that need a defen
sive anchor and a culture-setter
could do much worse, and the in
coming San Diego FC are one of
those teams, Chucky Lozano (who
is in advanced talks with San Di

o) and Ramos would be a grea
push to center stage for an expan
sion club. Another obv
is LAFC given the market (the LA
Galaxy don't have a DP spot and
ready have TWO center backs 35
Giden) and their recent history. Hey.
why not Austin FC?

Best fits: San Diego, LAF(
Austin

Nacho

Another Real Madrid cen
ter-back with a stocked trophy

cabinet, Nacho will depart his
boyhood club this summer after
358 sevior- across 13

years with the club (23 years if you
count youth levels)

Like Ramos, the same benefits
and questions apply: Nacho would
undoubtedly be an asset to any team
in the league on the ficld, but at what
budget charge? Also like Ramos, he
continues to be linked to a move to
the United States. Nacho is 34, so his
agie is a bit more appealing than Ra-
mos, though his individual accolades
didn*t nearly hit Ramos’ peak.

Once again, San Diego would
make sense as 4 landing spot for a
great defender in this league and a
culture-setter from day one. Sport
ing KC isn't afraid of a veteran
Spaniard. And Austin needs more
defensive help, though 1'd be sur-
prised if they used a DP spot there.

Best fits: San Diego, Sporting
KC, Austin

Marco Reus

Marco Reus joined Borussia
Dortmund in 2012 and now, a doz-
‘en years and huge successes later,
the former German internation-
al will become a free agent this

summer.

Natarally. MLS is an option
Specifically, as The Athletic re-
ported on Wednesday, there have
been preliminary talks with
St. Louis City to potentially re
unite with his good pal and for-
mer Dortmund goalkeeper Ro
man Burki.

Reus turns 35 this month and
hasn't surpassed 1,500 lea
minutes in either of the last two
seasons. He was still very pro-
ductive — 11 goals and 13 assists
in just under 2,800 minutes —
but for the investment any MLS
tearn would make, héalth would
bearisk.

The deal would atmost 1
require a DP spot, so only chubs with
that considered.

[

gone big-star hunting (Xherdan
Shagiri, Bastian de-lmm in

far more success with that approach.
Best fits: St. Louis, Chicago,
LAFC

Alexis Sanchez

At 35 years old and with a lot
of mileage on him, Alexis San-
chez may be a risky signing for an
MLS club. He also still could be a

star in this league.

Sanchez didn’t have
role with Inter Milan this
as it won the league title, but he’s
still just 12 months removed from
an excellent season with Marseill
in which he scored 18 goals with
three assists in just under 3,500
minutes.

The Chi l« gend would fit
particularly well at a club where
play .-ﬂ traditional for
ward, be it as a second striker or
an inside forward role out wide
(with minimal defensive duties).

Teams that fit that bill and can
sign a DP include Chicago, Hous-
ton and Real Salt Lake. The lat-
ter two aren't usually markets that
host to stars with the name recogni
nchez has, and couldn’t out-
1o if Chicago did indeed
want him, but hed fit their respec
tive squads

Best fits: Chicago. Houston,
RSI

he

a)

Memo Ochoa

After a quick Italian sojourn,
venerable Mexican goalkeeper
Memo Ochoa will be a free agent
this summer and scems likely to
return to North America.

Ochoa has been linked with San
Diego, but sources bricfed on the sit-
uation say there are no active talks
and the club currently does not
have plans to pursue the galkeeper.

1t’s likely he could get more
money at a big club in Liga MX
no MLS club would make
DP and there aren't a ton of teams
who currently need a goalkeeper
but it's still possible he could land
inthe US.

San Jose needs a boost in goal
but only for the short term, as start-
ing goalkeeper Daniel will be back
in 2025 (and maybe by the end of
this year) after undergoing ham-
string surgery. New England signed
Aljaz Ivacic and is probably set in
that department, but we'll see.

Best fits: San Jose, New En-
gland, Orlando

Tker Muniain

Athletic Bilbao legend Tker Mu-
niain announced he would depart
his boyhood club this summer.
Muniain, 31, didn't play much this
season, but he had been a constant
for more than a decade at the club.

In the 20
he didn’t have gi
numbers (four assists) but his un-
derlying numbers were elite. Per
FBRef, he was in the 99th percen-
tile among attacking midficlders
and wingers in both shot-creat-
ing actions and progressive passes.

Any club with deep pockets that
wants an elite chance-creating at-
tacking midfielder could do much,
much worse. Atlanta United mov-
ing to make Muniain the Thiago
Almada repiacement (or comple-
ment) would be fairly natural. The
Chicago Fire desperately needs an
elite chance creator and has the fi-
nancial muscle to outbid anyone.
Charlotte FC wants another DP
attacker this summer.

None of those three clubs play
the full-tilt possession game that
might be the perfect fit for Mu-
niain — but hey, the reigning
champs Columbus Crew do, and
they could add a DP this summer.

Best fits: Atlanta, Chicago,
Charlotte, Columbus

Michail Arvtonio

West Ham forward Michail An
tonio has been linkad with a po-
tential move to MLS before and
surely will be again this summer.

h some see the 34-year-
old Jamaica international as in
jury-prone, this year was the first
in which he missed more than a
game here or there due to injury
since 2020-21. He still comtrib-
uted seven goals and two assists
in just under 1.900 minutes for
his club. He's just a vear ramoved
from 14 goals and five assists in

»
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West Ham to win the UEF,
ference League. The top-end tal-
ent is there.

The perfect club for Antonio
would be one where he’s purely
additive, rather than integral to
their success. Could he give an
already strong Vancouver group
aboost? Would RSL roll the dice?

Best fits: Vancouver, Real Salt
Lake

Joshua Windass

Sheffield Wednesday forward
Joshua Windass has been on the
radar of MLS clubs for a while,
and the interest is mutual

In the offseason, a couple of
clubs made their interest known,
with Real Salt Lake eventual-
Iy targeting the English attacker,
though a deal never materialized.
RSL later signed fellow English-
man from the Championship,
Matt Crooks.

Windass was part of the
Wednesday team that orches-
trated a great escape from relega-
tion this season. He led them to
promotion from League One last
spring and has 40 goals and 17 as-
sists in four and a half seasons at
the club.

The 30-year-old can play as a
number nine, second forward or
anywhere across the attack, so he
should be able to provide a boost
to any club needing an attacking
jolt. RSL would have made a lot
of sense, but they filled their need
with Crooks.

The New York Red Bulls could
be a good fit if they don't use a DP
spot on a forward, while his quali-
ty and versatility could make him
a strong option for both
and Philadelphia, to name a few.

Best fres: New York Red Bulls,
Colorado, Philadelphia

Paddy McNair

Midd! and Northern
Ireland international center back
Paddy McNair isn't the most fa-
mous name on this list, but would
be an extremely useful signing for
any club that could get it done.

of Manchester United's academy

hu!hunudzﬁnemmyn{hxs
professional appearances in the

Championship with Boro.

As long as he'd accept a deal
under max-TAM (no more than
$1.7 million) as expected, McNair
would be an excellent signing for
an MLS club and  sign of the

‘high- -minded
player, more likely at No. 6 rather
than central defense if Lamine Di-
ack's purchase option isn't picked
up. D.C. United needs more top-
end defensive quality, too. If Min-
nesota United can scratch up the
salary space, that's another smug fit

s: Colorado, D.C. Unit-
ed, Minnesota

Thomas isherwood

Alot of what I wrote about Mc-
Nair applies to Thomas Isher-
weood, 26, who has spent the last
few years with Darmstadt and
helped guide the club to promo-
tion to the e former
Sweden youth interrmtional spent
time in Bayern Munich’s academy
at the end of his youth career.

An in-prime. top-five league prov-
en centter back on a free transfer?

whik Philadelphic proac

in repleniching talent in the squad

when they see an opportanity
Dallas needs another center

phia, Dallas
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» ASHLEY LAM

Skyline's Ashley

There’s nothmg
Skyline golfer Lam
can’t do on course

By ERIC BUTLER

et The Tomane.

in competition.
1t was a sibling rivalry, of sorts,
that got her into the game in the

nnn:’wmhh
‘with that.

alot,” said Lam, “until makes us all better
1 started playing with  School » Skyline -
my brother.” Grade » Senior “We will miss her as
Her brother Sean, Sports » Golf she moves on to the
two years her elder, werit E_;Iﬂd:&-ehdu
champions at Skyline. And last  Jead our program into the
Ashley added to the family  Skyline coach Kenny James
fegacy with an individual , who plans on
Mﬂ!mm
fairly squashed the rest of the mmﬂvlhuﬁh
field — winning the 5A champi- there is nothing she can-
onship by nine strokes.

high enough
a good NBA wing eventually”

The Ringer
Stephon Castle, UConn

Now a national champion, Cas-
\k m!pnsnd chnynr

things correctly. He's a terrific de-
fender, a smart. and can

one right now.

The Ringer’s Kevin O'Con-
nor felt that Castle would make
a “perfect complement” next to
Keyonte George, thanks to his “de-
fense-first abilities” “Castle needs
to improve as a shooter but brings
Jjust about everything else the Jazz
could use next to George.” 0'Con-
nor continued.

This would be considered an un-
expected fall for Castle, however —
all of the other mock drafts pre-
dicted Castle would be selected
before No. 10.

CBSSports.com
ksaiah Cofer, USC

Collier was another player that, at
one point this year, was considered
a potential No. 1 pick. The guard
had a hot start in early play with
USC, but then struggled to run that
team with, you guessed it, missed
shots and turnovers. His playmak-
ing isn't considered ¥ . either.

Kyle Boone from CBSSports
says Collier reminds him of an-
other Jazz guard: Collin Sexton.
“His motor runs Yot and he adds
an element of explosiveness that
makes it difficult for teams to de-
fend.” Boone writes.

on Dec. 5, 2023, in New York.

The Athletic
Rob Dilingham, Kerttucky
Dillingham was maybe the

roster. “Dillingham’s electricity
with the ball in his hands, mixed
with Keyonte George's shot mak-
ing, would be a very fun offensive
combo for coach Will Hardy.” Vece-




